ANZELIKA ZAICEVA 1 Z A
University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Italy, and IZA, Germany World of Labor

Evidence-based policy making

The impact of aging on the scale of migration

Older people migrate less than young, yet with population aging,
mobility of elderly and specialized workers may increase
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Population aging will continue in the future, in both
developed and developing countries. This may lead to
lower migration, since the desire to migrate declines later
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in the life cycle. In addition, indirect labor demand effects
may also reduce migration. However, migration of the
elderly, return retirement migration, as well as mobility of
certain specialist workers such as health and longer-term
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care providers, may increase. Also, in a family context, the
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for the elderly left behind, both in terms of poverty risk AR QT oY o WO T F FATAT S
and health care. Source: [11, Figure 14.2, p. 320.
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KEY FINDINGS

Pros Cons

© There might be an increase in migration and © Aging may reduce migration as older people tend
return migration at older ages and following to migrate less than young.
ARl © Aging may lead to lower migration of workers

© Older individuals move for economic as well as of all ages as a result of lower labor demand for
non-economic reasons. migrants.

© With aging and improved health and health care, @ By reducing migration, aging may have additional
mobility of the elderly may increase. adverse effects for the labor markets and welfare.

© Aging may lead to higher mobility of certain © Aging is also present in migrant-sending countries,
specialists, such as health and longer-term care where both facts exacerbate the negative effects.
workers. © The emigration of children may lead parents “left

© In the context of the family, migrant children help behind” to face higher poverty risk and a greater
to support elderly parents through remittances. need for care.

AUTHOR’S MAIN MESSAGE

The implications of population aging for migration and the links between the two are becoming increasingly important.
Aging has reached an unprecedented scale and will continue to increase. Evidence suggests that aging may reduce
migration, yet as a result of improved health and retirement provisions, migration of the elderly may increase. This has
important implications for migration, citizenship, health, and retirement policies. Portability of pensions, securing access
to medical assistance, and health care provision in new destinations are also now crucial considerations for policymakers.
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